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Introduction 

The proposal of establishing a Nuclear-Weapon Free Zone (NWFZ) in the Middle East has been ongoing 

like a marathon due to how they prohibit the possession and use of nuclear weapons in any form.  The concept 

behind the Nuclear-Weapon Free Zone is to prevent conflicts from escalating to flat-out nuclear warfare. 

Furthermore, these zones can provide the Middle Eastern nations a sense of common security in which nations 

would not need to match their nuclear arms with rival states in fear of being attacked first. Apart from preventing 

endless arms races, the NWFZ limits the chance of military groups seizing nuclear weapons in the civil 

conflict-plagued-Middle East.  

The Middle East has for long been trapped in a net of complex civil conflicts, including private military 

groups, terrorists, and internationally powerful nations. The presence of nuclear weapons in the region since the 

1960’s only further added to the instability. Israel was first to develop nuclear weapons in 1967, followed by 

Turkey, which the US deployed massive amounts of nuclear arms in. The US has also assisted in building Iran’s 

nuclear program during the US-friendly Pahlavi-Dynasty-era, which is now growing into a dangerous force with 

much potential. Saudi Arabia was also found purchasing ballistic missiles from China in 2007. It still remains 

unclear how many Middle-Eastern countries are currently pursuing nuclear arms.  

The Arab nations have been showing most support in establishing the Middle East Nuclear Weapon Free 

Zone (MENWFZ). This is mostly because the Arab nations do not possess nuclear weapons, and are put at a 

disadvantage to their neighbouring nuclear-weapon country, Israel. Despite this, much of the international 

committee have applauded the Arab nations’ efforts to maintain peace in the region. Moreover, foreign nations 

have also expressed concern that other Middle-Eastern countries might attempt to overthrow Israel's monopoly 

on nuclear weapons by developing their own, which is happening currently with Iran, and possibly many more.  
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Definition of Key Terms 

Nuclear Weapon Free Zone (NWFZ) - 

 A Nuclear Weapon Free Zone is a stated region that does not possess nuclear weapons, or displays an aim 

for denuclearization agreed by a treaty. The UN defines an NWFZ as “an agreement which a group of states has 

freely established by treaty or convention that bans the development, manufacturing, control, possession, testing, 

stationing or transporting of nuclear weapons in a given area, that has mechanisms of verification and control to 

enforce its obligations, and that is recognised as such by the General Assembly of the United Nations.”  

 

Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) - 

The Non-Proliferation Treaty is an international treaty to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons, promote 

peaceful uses of nuclear resources, and aim for complete global disarmament from nuclear weapons. The treaty 

entered force in 1970, and was extended indefinitely on May 11th, 1995. Currently there are 191 out of 194 states 

signed under the NPT, including 5 nuclear weapon states: United States, United Kingdom, France, China, and 

Russia. The four states that have not ratified the treaty include India, Pakistan, Israel, and South Sudan, three of 

which possess nuclear weapons.  

 

Middle East - 

The Middle East is a transcontinental region that consists of 

South-Western Asia, Egypt, and Turkey. It is made up by Saudi Arabia, Iran, 

Iraq, Egypt, Bahrain, Cyprus, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, 

UAE, Syria, Yemen, Turkey, and Palestine. The region is made up of various 

ethnic groups, including Arabs, Azerbaijanis, Egyptians, Kurds, Persians, and 

Turks.  

 

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)- 

Commonly known as the “Iran Deal,” the JCPOA is an agreement between Iran, Germany, and the 

Permanent 5 (P5) (USA, UK, France, Russia, China) that limits Iran’s nuclear production and activity in exchange for 

sanctions relief. Namely, Iran has agreed to reduce its uranium stockpiles by 98% in 15 years and allow more 

international inspections on its facilities. However, Iran has made various breaches to the agreement, which 

escalated to the US Trump Administration’s withdrawal of the JCPOA, and Iran’s threat to quit the NPT.  

 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)- 

According to IAEA.org, the IAEA is an International Atomic Energy Agency is an international organization 
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that seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, including 

nuclear weapons. Under the resolution passed in 1974 concerning the Middle Eastern Nuclear Weapon Free Zone, 

all regional nuclear weapons should be under IAEA surveillance before the free zone is established.  

 

History 

Arab-Israeli Conflicts  

Backed by the US and western countries, Israel was declared a state on May 14th, 1948, becoming the 

first Jewish state in over 2 millennia. However, the region was mainly occupied with Arabs called Palestinians prior 

to Israel’s establishment. Thus, war broke out between Israel and an alliance of Jordan, Iraq, Syria, Egypt and 

Lebanon just one day after Israel’s declaration of independence. The war led to Israel officially claiming its 

territory, despite losing a small percentage of its land to the Palestinians. The conflict also led to more than 

700,000 Palestinian refugees fleeing Israel into Egypt’s newly claimed Gaza Strip.  

After the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, Israel sensed that they will never be welcome in the Arab dominated 

region. Thus, Israel created its own nuclear program to compensate for its lonesome geopolitical position. It is 

estimated that Israel obtained fully functional nuclear weapons as early as 1967. The same year, a military pact 

was signed between Syria, Egypt, Jordan, and Iraq, which greatly alarmed Israel’s security. Israel responded with 

an invasion commonly known as the Six-day war that successfully defeated the Arab nations mentioned above. As 

a result of the conflict, Israel occupied Palestine, Egypt’s Sinai deserts, and Syria’s Golan heights, which displayed 

to the region that Israeli’s place in the Middle East could not be easily challenged. This set-back for the Arabs led 

to the 1973 Arab-Israeli War, which ended with an UN-orchestrated ceasefire that called on Israel to withdraw 

from its territory claimed in 1967.  

Despite ongoing clashes between Israel and Palestine, Israel’s relationship with the Arab Nations have 

improved significantly in the recent decades. As the Saudi Arabia-Iran cold war escalates, Israel and the Gulf 

Nations found themselves to share Iran as a common enemy. As Saudi Arabia and the Gulf Nations  increasingly 

gained attention from the US, the US has gradually shifted from extreme support of Israel to constructing regional 

order against Iran. The US orchestrated Israel–UAE peace agreement signed in 2020 was a great example. 

However, Israel remains a wild card in the Middle East, and the regional nations have always feared Israel’s 

monopoly of possessing nuclear weapons. Similarly, Israel remains paranoid of its neighbouring countries for good 

reasons, and feels the need of keeping its nuclear arms for protection.  

 

Efforts towards Nuclear Weapon Free Zones  
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The idea of establishing a Nuclear Weapon Free Zone was proposed as early as 1962. However, the Israeli 

government naturally rejected the idea, and negated that “Israel would not be the first to introduce nuclear 

weapons into the region but neither would it be the second.” Israel went on to obtain nuclear arms most likely by 

1967, and was dangerously close from using such arms in the 1973 Arab-Israeli War. Alarmed, Egypt and Iran (who 

were close allies at the time) presented a resolution to GA1 calling for a Middle Eastern Nuclear Weapon Free 

Zone (MENWFZ). The resolution was passed with 128 votes for, 0 against, and 2 abstentions (Israel and Burma), 

which concluded that states in the Middle Eastern region should not conduct any nuclear activity and that all 

nuclear resources should be in IAEA’s surveillance before the NWFZ is officially established. Since then, the 

resolution has been passed every year while no real action has been taken.  

NFWZs are not new concepts. Nuclear Free Zones have be established across different regions, including 

the Treaty of Tlatelolco in 1967 (Latin America and the Caribbean), the Treaty of Rarotonga in 1985 (South Pacific) 

the Treaty of Bangkok in 1995 (Southeast Asia), the Treaty of Pelindaba in 1996 (Africa); and the Treaty of Semei in 

2009 (Central Asia and Mongolia). These treaties have evidently been successful, as NFWZs prohibit not only the 

use of nuclear arms, but also the absolute presence foreign of nuclear weapons. All these treaties must include 

signatories and verification through the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and require member states to 

transparentize its nuclear facilities IAEA inspection and safeguarding.  

 

Key Issues  

Israel’s monopoly over nuclear arms is not sustainable. It is widely believed on the international stage that 

other middle-eastern countries will inevitably acquire nuclear weapons so long as Israel’s monopoly remains. This 

can be shown as multiple regional states have pursued nuclear weapons historically, including Iraq, Syria, Egypt, 

and currently Iran. As it stands, Israel is the core of the Middle-Eastern Nuclear Weapon Free Zone idea, and the 

main “victim” if such proposals are passed. Thus, the main reason the MENWFZ has not been successful in terms 

of establishment is Israel.  

 

Although Israel’s relationship with the Arab nations have gradually been repaired, there is no denying that 

Israel is in a lonesome position. Considering this, it is natural that Israel has not opted to sign the NPT, nor has it 

supported the potential NWFZ in the middle east. A possible solution has been raised to exclude Israel from the 

Nuclear Free Zone and monitor Israel’s nuclear activity through other means. As projected, A MENFWZ without 

Israel’s inclusion will still hold much significance, however, few regional countries would opt to the idea if Israel is 

free from the “restriction”.  
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An example is Iran, which officially stated that it will not join a Middle Eastern Nuclear Weapon Free Zone 

unless Israel takes the first step forward. Although Iran is a party to the NPT, the nation has become increasingly 

active in nuclear development. Iran’s nuclear program is not to be underestimated, with the West’s overwhelming 

support during the Pahlavi Dynasty Era. In 2003, the IAEA uncovered Iran’s bomb-making program, while Iran has 

continued in enriching Uranium and other nuclear resources recently. The JCPOA (mentioned in key terms) was 

signed in an effort to limit Iran’s development, but Iran has evidently breached the agreement and even threatens 

to quit the NPT. Ironically, Iran famously stated that it is not interested in pursuing nuclear arms due to religious 

reasons, which further adds to the unpredictability of the region.  

 

As proven, nuclear arms races will only escalate given that the mistrust and multilateral fear continues. 

For example, Saudi Arabia, a state that has not been historically involved in nuclear talks, has now acquired 

warheads in 2007 to match Iran development. Another key wild card is Turkey, which hosts over 60 US nuclear 

weapons in it's southern military base of Incirlik. With long term possession of these arms, Turkey could easily 

develop their own the second US withdraws, which would further add to the instability. It is exactly this type of 

“wild cards” that the region fears and bets on the Nuclear Weapon Free Zone to resolve. 

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

Arab League  

The Arab league members are in consensus that a Nuclear Weapon Free Zone should be established, and 

believe that Israel should lead the region in nuclear disarmament. While Israel is the clear monopoly holder in 

nuclear technology, Gulf Arab Nations such as Saudi Arabia and the UAE are increasingly fearing Iran’s nuclear 

programs. Iran’s attitude towards the MENWFZ is a massive wild card, but it could be guessed that the absolute 

majority of Arab Nations will support such a zone given that the entirety of the region complies. Overall, the Arab 

Nations fear neighbouring nuclear technology and wish to stabilize the region.  

 

China 

China is party to the NPT, and has shown support to nuclear non-proliferation officially. However it has 

been behind much nuclear activity abroad. For example, China has been collaborating with Pakistan’s (Non-NPT 

nation) nuclear program, and has been found trading ballistic missiles to Saudi in 2007. China does not show 

specific support in establishing regional Nuclear Weapon Free Zones, and instead calls out for leading nuclear 

powers, Russia and the US, to take the first step backwards.  

 

Egypt  
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Egypt is the single most vibrant state in supporting the establishment of a Nuclear Weapon Free Zone on 

the international stage. Namely, Egypt has chosen to abandon its promising nuclear program in 1968, and was one 

of the first to ratify the NPT, and even made the NPT part of its national law. Egypt was the first to introduce the 

idea of a MENWFZ in 1974, first to bring up the idea of a Middle Eastern WMDFZ (Weapons of Mass Destruction 

Free Zone) in 1990, and has been calling for action continuously since. Egypt does not wish to make the 

establishment based on Iran’s individual case, but mainly focuses on Israel. 

 

European Union (EU) 

The European Union has advocated for the establishment of a Nuclear Weapon Free Zone in the Middle 

East. France and the United Kingdom stand as the two most transparent nuclear states, while all EU countries 

have voted for MENWFZ resolutions for many decades. The EU has been urging Israel to make its nuclear program 

more transparent continuously over recent years., but  European countries are most concerned with Iran’s nuclear 

activity and the breach of JCPOA.  

 

 Israel  

As mentioned in “Key Issues,” Israel heavily relies on its monopoly over nuclear weapons in the region 

considering its geopolitical situation. Thus, Israel has not ratified the NPT, and is naturally against measures that 

prohibit its strongest card. Israel stands firmly against the MENWFZ; however, there may be some chances they 

will comply. Subsequent to the Mubarak initiative, Israel stated that the establishment of a WMDFZ in the Middle 

East requires prior establishment of peace and the application of mutual verification measures. In simple words, 

Israel can support the NWFZ if and only if measures to ensure peace come along.  

 

Iran  

Iran’s nuclear program lost support from the west after the Islamic Republic of Iran took over the Pahlavi 

Dynasty. Although Iran was one of the first nations to call for a MENWFZ along with Egypt in 1974, it has recently 

shown aggression in nuclear weapon development. Iran has evidently breached its agreements with the west 

concerning nuclear activity, and even threatens to leave the NPT. Although Iran strongly supports the MENWFZ in 

fear of Israel, it is possible that Iran would seek to destabilize the status quo of the middle east in an attempt to 

take over Saudi Arabia’s regional order through either nuclear or nuclear-free means. Paramountly, Iran has stated 

that it will not join the MENWFZ if Israel does not.  

 

Russian Federation  

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has stated that “Russia supports the establishment of the zone 

free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery in the Middle East. 
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Unfortunately, this particular zone in this particular region has not materialized, but we keep on trying.” While 

Russia has been supporting Iran in the Middle Eastern Cold War, Russia possibly sees the establishment of a 

MENWFZ has something beneficial to its sales of civilian nuclear technology.  

 

United States of America  

The US’s stance on a Nuclear Weapon Free Zone in the Middle East is complicated. While the US voices 

out support to the idea, it prioritizes Israel’s well-being and established regional peace agreements. Since 1974, 

the US along with Israel stands alone as the only two states that have continuously voted against the MENWFZ in 

the General Assembly. However, as Saudi-American and Saudi-Israeli relations have become significant in the 

recent years to assemble against Iran, the US may be more supportive of the MENWFZ than it had in the past.  

 

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events 
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Date Event 

August 6th, 1945 
August 9th, 1945 

US drops atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan- The US ended 
WWII with atomic bombs dropped on significant Japanese cities. 
Subsequently, Japan surrendered unconditionally. This was the first time 
atomic weapons were used in conflict, and the only time yet in history.  

May 15th, 1948 Israel Established/First Arab-Israeli War- The conflict between the newly 
established Israel and regional dominating Arab nations resulted in the 
ongoing tensions in the Middle East. It is also believed that Israel started 
pursuing nuclear arms subsequent to the conflict.  

July 29th, 1957 International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) founded- As mentioned above, 
the IAEA is an organization that promotes the peaceful uses and inhibits 
harmful uses of nuclear energy. The IAEA plays a crucial role in surveillance 
and enforcement to Nuclear Free Zones.  

August, 1967 Second Arab-Israeli War (Six Day War)- The Six-day war ended with a massive 
Israeli victory, securing its place in the Middle Eastern ranks. In display of 
military capacity, Israel came close to using its newly obtained nuclear 
weapons. 

July 1st, 1968 NPT opened for signing- The Non-Proliferation Treaty is a significant pillar to 
world peace subsequent to the damage from World War II. 65 countries had 
signed the treaty on this day including Iran.  

March 5th, 1970 NPT goes into effect - The NPT has grown over decades to become a 
world-wide framework on Nuclear Proliferation. Currently, 191 states are 
party to the treaty, with the exception of 4 states as mentioned above.  

October 6th-25th, 
1973 

Third Arab-Israeli War -  With both sides claiming its victory, the Arab-Israeil 
conflict resulted in a ceasefire that called on Israel to withdraw from it's 
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Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

Egypt & Iran Resolution  

Alarmed by how close Israel came to using its nuclear weapons during the 1973 Arab-Israeli War, Egypt 

and Iran, whom at the time were allies, put forth a resolution to the UN that first suggested the establishment of 

the MENWFZ. The resolution seemed successful, with 120 votes for, 0 against, and 2 abstaining. All of the existing 

nuclear states voted for the resolution, including the United States of America, who stated that the MENWFZ 
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territory claimed in 1967. Since then, Arab-Israeli relations have gradually 
improved.  

December 9th, 1974 Resolution 3236 passed- Proposed by Egypt and Pahlavi-era Iran (US friendly), 
Resolution 3236 called for the establishment of a Nuclear Weapon Free Zone 
in the Middle East (MENWFZ). With 128 votes for, 0 against, and 2 abstentions 
(mentioned above), states in the Middle-Eastern Region agreed to refrain 
from any aggressive nuclear activity before the NWFZ was established.  

2007-2008 Saudi Arabia signs the NPT - Following Iran’s signing of the treaty, Saudi 
Arabia’s ratification signals Middle-eastern conflicts to be supposedly 
nuclear-free.  

April 2nd, 2015 JCPOA Established - An agreement between Iran, Germany, and the P5 
limited Iran’s use of nuclear activity and the enrichment of uranium. In return, 
the western nations would not impose any forms of economic sanctions on 
Iran. The agreement is commonly referred to as the “Iran Deal.” 

May 8th, 2018 US withdraws for the JCPOA- The Trump administration claimed that the Iran 
deal fails to “address the nation's destabilising influence in the region and the 
development of its ballistic missile programme.” This withdrawal means that 
the US could now unilaterally sanction Iran, which led to criticism from the 
European side of the deal.  

July 7th, 2019  Iran Breaches the JCPOA- Iran announces to have further enriched uranium, 
and exceeded the JCPOA limits greatly.  

September 9th, 2019 Saudi Arabia Enriches Uranium- Saudi Arabia follows Iran in announcing its 
uranium enrichment to counter Iran’s breach of the JCPOA. This displays that 
Saudi Arabia is willing to sacrifice its trust with the west in order to not fall 
short against Iran. 

January 10th, 2020 Iran threatens to leave NPT- Iran states that they will only withdraw if they 
are accused of violations in the UN. Contemporarily, Iran issued a statement 
that hinted it would further interfere with the proxy war in Yemen.  

September 15th, 
2020 

Israel-UAE peace treaty signed- Orchestrated by the US, this treaty brings the 
Arab nations and Israel even closer, which deepens the mistrust between the 
Arabs and Iran in contrast.   
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“could make a considerable contribution to stability and non-proliferation.” However, action was not necessarily 

taken. Establishing a NWFZ would require all regional parties to agree upon, yet Israel’s abstention on the 

resolution shows that it will never abide by the resolution’s request. Currently, the resolution has been passed 

every year, yet no real action has been taken.  

 

Mubarak’s Initiative 

The Egyptian President Mubarak proposed that the NWFZ be expanded to the zone free of weapons of 

mass destruction (WMDFZ) on April 8th, 1990, which adds chemical and biological weapons to the list of 

prohibitions. The intent was to seal off any possible routes of hazardous attacks, which would lead to regional 

trust, thereby having countries willing to relinquish their defensive nuclear arms. However, the idea did not 

receive much support at the 1990 Baghdad Arab Summit meeting. The main reasons were that a WMDFZ would 

limit much of the country's domestic production, and the Arab nations believed the idea to be “harmful to Arab 

interest”. Currently, Egypt and Jordan remain as the only countries still pushing for the expansion of the WMDFZ.  

 

 

Possible Solutions 
The General Assembly (GA) resolutions are only recommendatory and have no legal power over sovereign 

states. However, due to consisting all of the UN party states, the resolutions passed in the GA hold much 

diplomatic power, and effectively pressures states to heed to the international communities recommendations.  

 

Building confidence between the Middle-Eastern nations  

It could be argued that all states, historic or modern, only pursue military power due to the fear of other 

states. The idea of a Nuclear Weapon Free Zone was born out of the concept that such a free zone would provide 

common security to the region. Thus, a possible first step could be to prohibit nuclear weapon testing. Currently, a 

few of the Middle-Eastern countries are already subject to the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. The prohibition of nuclear 

test-bombing may possibly build mutual trust between regional nations that possess a nuclear program. Some key 

issues to consider are: would extreme supporters of the MENWFZ be satisfied with merely a test-bomb ban? To 

what extent would this build towards the eventual goal of establishing a Nuclear Weapon Free Zone?  

 

The UN demands the MENWFZ to be set up  

As neither Israel nor Iran are willing to take the first step in denuclearization, reaching a consensus 

between all the regional states may be very challenging. Given that the Security Council’s decision would be legally 

binding, and that all P5 nations have somewhat shown support to the MENWFZ-- the MENWFZ could technically 

be established without the agreement of some regional nations. Some key issues to consider are: How meaningful 
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would such a NWFZ be without the agreement of crucial players such as Iran and Israel? Can the UN pressure 

these states to comply? To what extent would this be a violation of national sovereignty?  
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Appendix or Appendices 

Here, paste useful links to resources that might help delegates on their research process, if necessary. 
Do not simply repeat the sources you used in the Bibliography. 
 

I. Map of all known nuclear arms on the planet. 
https://www.businessinsider.com/map-all-of-the-worlds-nukes-2014-7 
 

II. First Middle Eastern Nuclear Weapon Free Zone Resolution Full Text. 
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/134343?ln=en 
 

III. Every Nuclear Free Zones, It’s members, It’s sign date. 
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/nwfz 
 

IV. Basic accurate information on every country/ territory. 
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries 
 

V. See how destructive a nuclear weapon can be to society. 
https://nuclearsecrecy.com/nukemap/ 
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