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Introduction 

Who has ever heard the phrase, “fake news?”, often associated with Donald Trump popularized in the media. 

Though his claims are not always backed up by the public, this one is true, at least about the spread of misinformation 

about public health. There are many factors as to why this issue persists for centuries. The first and most prominent 

cause being social media. The world is distanced and united by the internet. Just through a device smaller than one’s 

hands, anyone on the internet can gain access to other peoples opinions and can express their own on platforms such as 

Facebook, Instagram, and Reddit. Throughout these functions, there isn’t a specific way to filter out information that is 

not true, therefore leading to misleading a large amount of the global population. The second reason is more 

inaccessible to the public. This is government transparency. Although many governments refrain from announcing news 

relating to public health that might cause public unrest, reliability and credibility are debatable when concerning the 

safety of the nation. Last but not least is the question of political benefits that politicians and public related figures put 

before the actual truth. This field of subject opens a door to government corruption. No matter how advanced or 

prestigious the nation is, corruption for the gains of one’s self or private organizations has occurred globally. As long as 

money and fame are involved, fraud and under-the-table negotiations are likely to come along with the package.  

This urgent problem must be solved as soon as possible, especially when it puts millions of lives in danger. Examples 

such as misleading thoughts on how masks are unnecessary during times of an outbreak and anti-vaccination 

propaganda results in the promotion of false information.  Countries can work towards preventing this by ensuring their 

government has motives to put their citizens before any other causes. Member states in the UN can support their 

citizens by creating new regulations to battle false information. 

Definition of Key Terms 
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Disinformation 

Synonymous to misinformation, disinformation is, according to Merriam-Webster, false information deliberately and 

often covertly spread (as by the planting of rumors) in order to influence public opinion or obscure the truth. This is 

often seen as a tactic that politicians use in campaigns. Although there are many definitions and opinions on what 

misinformation is, nations should come to a consensus to prevent entities from using the word’s definition as an excuse.  

Political Corruption 

Also commonly referred to as government corruption, Encyclopedia.com defines political corruption as the 

practice of leaders who rule with a view to their private advantage rather than the pursuit of the public interest. Being a 

big issue itself, political corruption is one of the main negative causes of the result in spreading false information.  

Homophile  

In regards to the scientific definition, analytic tech defines homophily as the tendency for people to have 

(non-negative) ties with people who are similar to themselves in socially significant ways. People tend to connect more 

to people of their ethnicity, age,  political party, etc. This social trend pushes for rumors centered upon specific current 

events, to spread rapidly. Therefore causing damages before they are recognizable.  

Misconception  

According to Merriam-Webster, a misconception is when there is a wrong or inaccurate idea or conception. This 

state is the after results of misinformation. During this stage, the community is usually so familiar with the false 

reasoning that they believe it without a doubt. This can lead to serious mistakes concerning citizen’s safety of health.  

History 

There are numerous instances of intentionally spreading false information. Though the introduction of the 

internet has made it a much larger problem, the issue isn’t new whatsoever. Examples such as medical astrology and 

religious healing have always been with humanity. Medical astrology was an ancient method of tackling medical 

problems. Those who practiced it believed that the 12 astrological stars and the essence of nature, were strongly tied to 

many health concerns. Religious healing, on the other hand, had a bigger impact on humans. Religious figures claimed to 

have healing powers to increase their legitimacy as their respected title. Although there are many instances such as 

ritual purification, recent occurrences have finally brought to our attention. In South Africa, a pastor supposedly 

resurrected a dead man from his coffin. The pastor was known as Alph Lukau and had gathered hundreds of followers to 
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witness this miraculous stunt. Not only did this pastor misinform his followers, but he also proclaimed himself as a 

prophet of God. 

 

 

Figure 1: A photo of the pastor performing a resurrection 

Misinformation is part of human nature, but the development of the internet has only worsened the issue. In 2018, a 

post on Facebook claimed that there was a new spreading flu in the United States, and that it had already taken a few 

lives. It also stated that the claim is credited to a doctor working for the United States Center for Disease and Control, 

which only added to the fear and possibly excitement to the viewers. This story came to be the 12th most liked, viewed, 

and shared story of the month. What people didn’t do, however, was check the reliability of the source. If you look 

carefully, the user’s tagged post from another website is called Your News Wire. This company has recently changed its 

name to News Punch and is widely known for intentionally creating fake news including the spread of conspiracy 

theories, political misinformation, and hoaxes. In cases like this one, the impact caused millions to temporarily believe 

that the flu shot wasn’t safe for use.  
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Figure 2: Original Facebook post of the false information regarding flu shots 

 

Another instance of misinformation of public health took place in The Democratic People’s republic of Congo. 

This time, the Ebola virus had a small outbreak in the country, and the Red Cross along with other organizations came to 

aid them. They provided medical care and workers as support, but during this process, there were rumors about the 

origins of the virus. In the locals, people were misinformed that those coming to help them were the ones who had 

sparked the spread of the Ebola virus at the start. This resulted in a senior epidemiologist’s death, and the raiding of 

many small clinics. The situation was so severe that according to the information management coordinator of the Red 

Cross (Thuong Nguyen), they had to create rumor maps.  

One case close to our time is the coronavirus. In Wuhan, China, a doctor called Li WenLiang was warned by officials to 

immediately stop spreading rumors and causing turmoil. The problem was that these “rumors” were true and that his 

claims of a “new coronavirus” were valid. The police most likely wanted to silence any information which might pose a 
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threat to their country’s political power. Considering the mass economic influence they have globally, and the reticent 

manner their Communist government works, the media and China’s citizens have already lost a sense of trust in their 

leaders. Even though it’s true that the Chinese are known to be honored for their ethnicity and nation, the only string 

that is holding them onto their sense of pride is the constant shots of nationalism being displayed in the country’s 

media. All the newspapers in China are to be written in a specific format and follow strict rules when doing so.  

Key Issues 

The internet has brought upon humanity the gift of connection from distances afar and also served as an 

unlimited knowledge base for all to access. One can immediately talk or send a message to someone on the opposite 

side of the hemisphere in matters of just seconds, while another might be researching on a subject he is passionate 

about. Michael Lewis once said, “There’s something bad in everything good and something good in everything bad. Even 

with all these benefits, the internet comes with a catch. Too much information sharing has led to everyone not being 

able to differentiate between the right or the wrong. As evident as it may be, humans altogether make mistakes when 

passing down knowledge. Today, the world wide web has become more than just an online service. It has become a very 

central focus we put much emphasis on. Hence, people tend to easily trust what they see; or at least be affected 

mentally.  
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Figure 3: Graph illustrating the causes and effects of fake news 

 

There were rumors of sovereign countries “fiddling” with presidential elections in America every year. A few years ago 

when Hilary Clinton was fighting against Donald Trump for the presidency, other member states allegedly utilized social 

media platforms to “rig” the elections. Which in return, led to the election of Former President Donald Trump. In the 

United Nations Charter, a specific section targets the issue of countries’ rights of intervention into another member 

state’s affairs. United Nations Charter, Article 15: No State or group of States has the right to intervene, directly or 

indirectly, for any reason whatever, in the internal or external affairs of any other State. The foregoing principle 

prohibits not only armed force but also any other form of interference or attempted threat against the personality of the 

State or against its political, economic, and cultural elements. Thus, this law suggests that this rumor was a serious 

allegation. Either many countries allegedly aren’t obeying it fully; which suggests that rules regarding interceding into 

another nation should be more strongly reinforced, or misinformation relating to international presence has been 

utilized for the advantage of political parties..  

Similarly, another prime cause of spreading false information is the government’s decision to repress it. Nations may 

choose to suppress news that might incite turmoil or disorder. Even so, it’s hardly possible to hide everything forever; 
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and if hiding such information would later lead to severe outbreaks such as the Coronavirus, then it should be avoided at 

all costs. Not long ago, China was accused of suppressing information about the virus. The incident of punishing the 

doctor who supposedly caused an “uneasiness feeling” for the nation is just one of the many. Other similar cases 

resulted in either many years in prison or being taken by the police to never be heard of again. While the Chinese 

government may have thought that they could extinguish the virus’ chances of survival, it ultimately led to a worldwide 

crisis.  

Another serious cause of the issue is the dark truth about politics. Politicians are people who advocate for themselves. 

To gain more support, they sometimes resort to scheming, which puts their benefits above the wellbeing of society. In 

North Korea, their supreme leader Kim Jong-un is supposedly hiding corona infection rates from the world. The North 

Korean defector that spoke to a doctor about this also vividly describes how deficient the health advancements are. He 

stresses that the third world country is like a “museum of viruses.” And that Kim Jong-un wanted to conceal this so he 

can retain his tight grip on the country. Whilst there is little the rest of the world can do about individuals, we can urge 

people to make the right decision through election votes.  

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

People’s Republic of China 

Being a communist country since the retreat of the Kuomintang party, China is also primarily known for being in total 

control of their nation’s media. In a recent Twitter post by Nikki Haley, the former governor of South Carolina, boldly 

states that “Silencing people, not to mention the president of the US, is what happens in China not our country.” Adding 

on to her feed, the hashtag “#unbelievable,” is also noticeably right under her rebellious sentence. Many people are 

shocked at how Twitter chose to silence the right of expressing one’s opinion; especially when it’s the president of the 

United States. This is a clear reflection of how the world undoubtedly views the country, but as always, there are 

different views of the spectrum. The permanent suspension of Donald Trump’s account can be seen as Twitter trying to 

control political unrest and doing its job as one of the world’s largest online platforms for exchanging opinions. From the 

Chinese government’s perspective, there’s a possibility that they are looking at the state of affairs with a different 

attitude. The government’s response to all the accusations made by other nations is simply denial. Little to no concrete 

proof is provided to back up their stance. When the United States and Germany suspected China of letting out a 

biological virus (Coronavirus) at the start of its spread, all evidence from the original site of the outbreak vanished.  
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Figure 4: Donald Trump’s new @POTUS Twitter account after suspension 

 

United States of America 

Being the biggest economic and political power in the world, the United States is often seen as a country of freedom. 

Along with that freedom, comes the freedom of speech. If not properly regulated, a person’s rights can cover up for his 

or her intentional misinformation. Since politics are one of the biggest factors which divide the country in half, America’s 

views on disinformation are strongly sensitive. This doesn’t necessarily mean that they’re the leading figure in executing 

measures to prevent this issue, but it does mean that similar to the many nations, the United States is against 

misinformation. Many non-governmental organizations are sprouting out of the country, fighting for what they believe. 

Among them are the LGBTQ+ community and Black Lives Matter, which both attempt to fight against fake news.  

World Health Organization (WHO) 

Naturally, the World Health Organization would play an essential role in public health-related affairs. Most of the time, 

the organization is trusted by all member states and is one of the most active branches of the United Nations. As of May 

2017, a new director-general was elected to the WHO organization. This person is Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. Since 

then, there have been many rumors of corruption in the organization, including ones that speak of China putting Tedros 

into that position to speak for them. Putting all rumors aside, new news came back to haunt and spark up suspicion 
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again. When China’s news of the Coronavirus first leaked, Tedros announced to the world how he thinks China is doing a 

great job trying to contain the pandemic. He then emphasized his point by stressing how he has never seen any country 

respond so aggressively to a virus. After that, he then reassures the world that there is no risk at all, for this virus to get 

out of hand. We all know what happened at the end is completely the opposite of what he said. The Chinese 

government also has allegedly been purposely misreporting their number of cases. When the United States first knew of 

this, many people including the president himself was outraged. At that time, Donald Trump told the news media “I am 

directing my administration to halt funding while a review is conducted to assess the World Health Organization's role in 

severely mismanaging and covering up the spread of the coronavirus.” The United States gives the organization close to 

900 million per year, with more than half being voluntary (aside from member dues). While China, on the other hand, 

gives only about 90 million per year, with close to no voluntary donations. Mathematically, the US gives 10 times more 

money and takes up about a fifth of the total treasury of the WHO. This leads the organization to face criticism and 

possibly, a big loss in economic support. 

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events 

 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

United Nations #DontGoViral Online Initiative, 2019  

Date Event 

June 26, 1945 Member states of the UN signed the charter of the United Nations. The docume
officially started on October 24, 1945. 

March 18, 2017 UNESCO’s 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion on the Diversity of
Cultural Expressions is signed.  

April 15, 2019 The world reacts to Tedros’ constant praise towards China. Donald Trump annou
the defunding of the WHO and the creation of a new health organization.  

March 1, 2019 A non-governmental organization called Stop Funding Fake News is founded, an
advocates for people to not post ads that promote false news.  

October 21, 2020 The Pause campaign by the UN Secretary-General António Guterres calls for the
to be conscious of what content they’re sharing on social media.  

March 14, 2018 The US embassy in Kenya launches a literacy campaign that works on fighting an
stopping the spread of fake news.  
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UNESCO uses its 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions to 

expand regarding the unsolved issue of misinformation. They sought to work with celebrities to grab the world’s 

attention. The initial goal of this initiative is to combat disinformation on media and any concerning the Coronavirus. 

Welcoming anyone who wishes to compete for being a United Nations ambassador, ultimately left an impact upon 

society. Even though this may not completely solve the problem once and for all, this step of working towards 

eliminating false information on public health is a good start, especially in countries whose populations use social media 

frequently. 

 

The founding of Stop Funding Fake News, 2019 

This anonymous non-governmental organization was found to fight against fake news and to ultimately defund 

them. Since this organization’s resources are limited their ability to take impactful actions on a global level is yet 

unachievable. Even so, this organization has successfully persuaded big companies to take down fake ads on their 

websites. Some of these include eBay, Adobe, and multiple football club’s websites. However, because this is a 

non-governmental organization, a new organization would have to be made from the United Nations to allow the 

involvement of member states. 

 

UN Secretary-General António Guterres launches The Pause Campaign 

In May 2020, the Secretary-general launched The Pause Campaign to encourage the world to work in preventing 

the spreading of false news on health issues. This campaign focuses on cooperating with public figures such as 

governments, and celebrities, and getting them to use the hashtag #PledgetoPause on the media. Since the world 

basically revolves around the internet in our generation, this method of approach is highly effective and successful. 

Figures such as Emma Watson are one of the many.  

 

  
Possible Solutions 

One solution that might misinformation, is to get nations to align their health-related reports with the World Health 

Organization. By providing the public with accurate updates, the situation can guarantee that decisions are made by 

professionals with no other intentions. Not only will this put the issue in better hands, but just like peas in a pod, it also 

ensures that the results are the best without a doubt. However, this method has its flaws, especially considering the 

possible corruption of the World Health Organization. Though it remains one of the largest medical organizations in the 

world, this allegation of political agendas being tied to its leadership makes it much less reliable. For example, the World 
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Health Organization assured the world that the coronavirus was contained and would be dealt with quickly and easily, 

yet the virus has led to a global pandemic. 

Another way to tackle this problem is by making it mandatory to cite evidence for claims made by governments and 

organizations. This would make certain the fact that governments and organizations alike provide real, factual, 

information to the public. Not utilizing their power and abusing it for a reason other than the good of whom they may be 

serving. However, this could go against a country's right to sovereignty and a leader's personal opinions, which make it a 

bit more problematic. Plus, though a government can cite its sources, they can also choose which sources they use and 

thus spread misinformation through a corrupt or simply incorrect organization.  

Last but not least, one solution that should definitely be put into consideration is the proposal of using organizations to 

provoke a bigger impact. If branches of the United Nations are striving after this cause, delegates should also propose 

that other organizations (governmental or non-governmental) take their stand in the call. Organizations, with more 

funding and resources, can become much more influential in countries around the world. However, this can violate the 

sovereignty of different nations, and does not take out the possibility of corruption within these organizations. 

 

Bibliography 

“Deadly Epidemic of Ebola and the Deadlier Spread of Fake News.” The Independent, Independent Digital News and 

Media, 20 June 2019, 

www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/fake-news-ebola-outbreak-drc-red-cross-a8956816.html.  

 

Hegarty, Stephanie. “The Chinese Doctor Who Tried to Warn Others about Coronavirus.” BBC News, BBC, 6 Feb. 2020, 

www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-51364382.  

 

Richter, Felix. “Infographic: Fake News Stories Are a Problem - But Who's to Blame?” Statista Infographics, 20 Dec. 2016, 

www.statista.com/chart/7305/public-opinion-on-fake-news/.  

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/fake-news-ebola-outbreak-drc-red-cross-a8956816.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-51364382
http://www.statista.com/chart/7305/public-opinion-on-fake-news/


Hsinchu International Model United Nations 2021 | Fifth Annual Session 

(www.dw.com), Deutsche Welle. “North Korea and Coronavirus: Hide-and-Seek with the World: DW: 26.08.2020.” 

DW.COM, www.dw.com/en/north-korea-coronavirus-cases/a-54699995.  

 

Bloomberg.com, Bloomberg, www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2020-01-31/an-outbreak-of-global-proportions.  

  

“Generation Z Beats Boomers in Spotting Fake News.” Voice of America, 

www.voanews.com/student-union/generation-z-beats-boomers-spotting-fake-news.  

 

“United Nations Secretary-General Calls for Individual Action to Combat Misinformation | Africa Renewal.” United 

Nations, United Nations, 

www.un.org/africarenewal/news/united-nations-secretary-general-calls-individual-action-combat-misinformation.  

http://www.dw.com/en/north-korea-coronavirus-cases/a-54699995
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2020-01-31/an-outbreak-of-global-proportions
http://www.voanews.com/student-union/generation-z-beats-boomers-spotting-fake-news
http://www.un.org/africarenewal/news/united-nations-secretary-general-calls-individual-action-combat-misinformation

